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DETAILED ACTION 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 
1,114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality 
of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on August 23, 2007 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-13 are pending. Claims 1, 5 and 10 are independent claims. 

Response to Amendments 

3. Per Applicant's request, Claims 1-5, 7, 9-13 have been amended. 

4. The objection to the specification because the title is not descriptive is 
withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendment to the tide. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments in the Remarks filed concurrendy with the 
Amendment After Final filed August 23, 2007 have been fully considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground of rejection presented herein. 

Claim Objection 

6. Currendy amended Claim 10 is objected to because of the following 
minor informalities: 

at line 18, after "playback" delete "device". 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which form the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over 
the admitted prior art of pages 1-2 of Applicant's background in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,473,749 to Smith et al. ("Smith"). 

Currently Amended Claim 1 

APA discloses at least: 

recording a coded playback information item (CW7) (p.l, line 9, e.g., "a 
chargeable film is stored as coded playback information"), and recording a 
link information item fl=J) which identifies an authorising device authorised to grant 
a playback authorisation for the coded playback information item (CW1) (p.l, 
lines 12-15), and recording at least one recorder identification information item on a 
recording carrier with the aid of the recording device, the recorder identification 
information item identifying the recording device (p. 1, lines 19-21, e.g., "[i]f the 
user of the DVD unit has a valid account with the authorization 
device. . . the playback authorization for the chargeable film is then 
obtained. . it is noted that in order to verify that the account is valid, 
the DVD unit has to send a recorder identification number stored 
thereon for the authorizing device to check the validity of this id 
number); 
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obtaining a playback authorisation for the coded playback information item 
(CW1) , played back with the aid of -a one or more playback device devices associated 
with corresponding one or more second users from the recording carrier or from a copy 
of the recording carrier y from the authorising device identified by the link information 
item -(Lzt), in order to permit a pay per view billing of a playback charge (p. 1 , lines 
16-25; and p. 1, last para., where it is described that the operator of the 
pay per view system could allow specific users of the system to receive a 
quantity rebate; it is thus construed that a pay per view system should 
have more than one user by design and thus should have means for 
billing these users accordingly); 

transferring the at least one recorder identification information item y played 
back from the recording carrier or from the copy of the recording carrier, to the 
authorising device identified by the link information item {LJ) (p. 1, lines 16-25); 
and 

APA does not specifically disclose: 

determining the bonus information item -(M) for the first user of the recording 
device from the number of recorder identification information items transferred during 
a billing period to the authorising device by vther the one or more second users of the 
one or more playback device devices and identifying the recording device. 
However, in an analogous art, Smith teaches a method for managing file 
contents (e.g., image file content, news, etc.) whereby a user may receive a 
bonus based on the number of file contents contributed to the 
database/content provider, especially when these file contents are requested by 
other users (see at least 11:6-57). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the bonus determining method taught 
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by Smith with that disclosed in the APA because this would help increase the 
number of users and thus the business. 

Currently Amended Claim 5 

APA discloses at least a playback device (e.g., "DVD unit") for obtaining a 
playback authorisation for playing back (p. 1, lines, 18-19) a coded playback information 
(CWl) (p. 1, line 9) recorded on a recording carrier (e.g., "DVD disk") having playback 
means (e.g., "DVD unit) for playing back the coded playback information item (CWl) 
and for playing back a link information item {LJj which identifies an authorising device 
authorised to grant the playback authorisation for the coded playback information item, and 
for playing back at least one recorder identification information item from the recording 
carrier, the recorder identification information item identifying a recording device of a first user 
with the aid of which the coded playback information item (CWl) was recorded on the 
recording carrier (p. 1, line 6 to p. 2, line 2), and having communication means (e.g., "set 
top box") for establishing a communication link, identified by the link information item 
{l=i), played back from the recording carrier, with the authorising device, in order to obtain 
the playback authorisation for the playback information item (CWl) played back from the 
recording carrier, the communication means being designed for transferring the at least one 
recorder identification information item, played back from the recording carrier, to the 
authorising device (p. 1, line 6 to p. 2, line 2). 
APA does not specifically disclose: 

for providing a bonus information item {M) for & the first user of the playback 
device from the number of recorder identification information items transferred during 
a billing period to the authorising device by other users of a second user that uses the 
playback device to play back the coded playback information item . 
However, in an analogous art, Smith teaches a method for managing file 



Application/Control Number: 10/084,756 
Art Unit: 2623 



Page 6 



contents (e.g., image file content, news, etc.) whereby a user may receive a 
bonus based on the number of file contents contributed to the 
database/content provider, especially when these file contents are requested by 
other users (see at least 11:6-57). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the bonus determining method taught 
by Smith with that disclosed in the APA because this would help increase the 
number of users and thus the business. 

Currently Amended Claim 10 

APA discloses, at least at p. 1, line 6 to p. 2, line 2, an authorising device (p. 
1 , line 7) for granting a playback authorisation for playing back a coded playback 
information item (CWI) with the aid of a playback device one or more playback devices, and 
for determining a bonus information item -(M) (p.l, line 26 to p. 2, line 2) for a first user 
of a recording device, having communication means (e.g., "set top box") for receiving a 
playback authorisation inquiry information item fclFI) (p. 1, lines 16-25; as discussed 
in the rejection of claim 1, this feature is deemed inherent to the process of 
checking the validity of the account described at p. 1, lines 19-21), which identifies 
the playback device one or more playback devices and a coded playback information item 
(CWI) provided by the playback device one or more playback devices for playing back from 
the recording carrier, and which includes a recorder identification information item, the 
recorder identification information item identifying the recording device with the aid of which 
the coded playback information item (CWI) provided for playing back was recorded on the 
recording carrier, and having authorising means for checking whether a successful pay per view 
billing of a playback charge is warranted for the user of the playback device one or more 
second users of the one or more playback devices and, in the event of a positive checking result, 
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for billing the playback charge to the one or more second users for playing back the coded 
playback information item (CWI) , and for outputting a grant of playback authorisation 
information item (WBI) to the playback device (p. 1, last para., where it is described 
that the operator of the pay per view system could allow specific users of the 
system to receive a quantity rebate; it is thus construed that a pay per view 
system should have more than one user by design and thus should have means 
for billing these users accordingly). 

APA does not specifically disclose having bonus information determining means 
for determining the bonus information item {M) for the first user of the recording device from 
the number of recorder identification information items transferred during a billing period to 
the authorising device by other the one or more second users of the playback device one or more 
playback devices and identifying the recording device. 

However, in an analogous art, Smith teaches a method for managing file 
contents (e.g., image file content, news, etc.) whereby a user may receive a 
bonus based on the number of file contents contributed to the 
database /content provider, especially when these file contents are requested by 
other users (see at least 11:6-57). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the bonus determining method taught 
by Smith with that disclosed in the APA because this would help increase the 
number of users and thus the business. 

Currently Amended Claims 2 and 11 and Previously Presented 
Claim 6 

The combination APA-Smith further discloses a recorder identification 
information item transferred to the authorising device from the playback device one or more 
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playback devices when the playback authorisation is obtained is only rated for determining the 
bonus information item {M) for the first user of the recording device when the authorising 
device has actually also granted the playback authorisation for this playback device to the one 
or more playback devices (p.l, line 16 to p. 2, line 2; e.g., at p. 1, last para., where it 
is described that the operator of the pay per view system could allow specific 
users of the system to receive a quantity rebate; in view of the combination of 
APA with Smith, it is thus construed that the combined system would provide 
such claimed feature). 

Currently Amended Claims 3, 7 and 13 

The combination APA-Smith further discloses the link information item 
fLf^ represents an Internet address of the authorising device, and in which both the obtaining 
of the playback authorisation from the authorising device, and the transferring of the recorder 
identification information item to the authorising device are performed via data lines of the 
Internet (NET) (APA; p.l, lines 13-15). 

Currently Amended Claims 4 and 12 

The combination APA-Smith further discloses the authorising device stores 
user data for billing the playback charge to the fmr one or more second users together with at 
least one recorder identification information item which identifies a recording device and/ or 
playback device of the user (APA; p. 1, line 26 to p. 2, line 2; it is noted that in order 
to allow specific users of the system a quantity rebate, user data for billing has 
to be stored on the database of the authorizing device). 



Previously Presented Claim 8 
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The combination APA-Smith further discloses the playback means are 
designed for playing back all those recorder identification information items recorded on the 
recording carrier, which identify all those recording devices which have contributed to creating 
the copy of the recording carrier played back by the playback device, and in which the 
communication means are designed for transferring all the recorder identification information 
items, played back from the recording carrier, to the authorising device (WO99/03277, 
FIG. 1, items 2, e.g., DVHS video recorder and 3, e.g., DVD recorder; each has 
its own identification information). 

Currently Amended Claim 9 

The combination APA-Smith further discloses recording means are provided 
which are designed for recording on the recording carrier the coded playback information item 
(CWI) , the link information item fLf^ and the recorder identification information item 
identifying the playback device (WO99/03277, FIG. 1, items 2, e.g., DVHS video 
recorder and 3, e.g., DVD recorder; each has its own identification 
information). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hoang-Vu "Antony" Nguyen-Ba whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3701. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday 
from 7:00 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Miller can be reached at (571) 272-7353. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the TC 2600 Group receptionist (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free). 
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